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One Center, Four Books 
Joseph: Portraits Through the Ages  
by Alan Levenson 

Who doesnôt love the 
story of Joseph?  
Individually, we have 
historyôs first rags-to -
riches tale, a 17 year 
old braggart  
transformed into a  
consummate  
administrator. On a  
familial level, sibling 
rivalry gives way to  
repentance and  
reconciliation.  
Nationally, we see a 
classic Court Jew  
serving Pharaoh, but 
looking after his own 
family. Theologically, 
God neither speaks nor 
directs the hero, but 

readers understand that Joseph finds success in  
fulfillment of divine goals. Questions emerge everywhere. 
As Goethe wrote, the story is too good to be so short and 
one wishes to fill in the details. Readers always have. 
What was Joseph like as a husband and as a father?  
Did Joseph forgive his brothers ð did they accept him? 
Was Joseph savvy or did he serve the Pharaoh too well 
ð leaving native serfs willing to enslave foreigners?  Did 
he grasp that Judahôs descendants, not his own, would 
eventually rule the nation?  
 
Joseph: Portraits Through the Ages began as a study 
guide: my questions, with answers provided by readers 
from the Midrash to modern Bible scholars to my own 
students.  
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Good readers in every era will identify characters and 
incidents that cry out for elaboration. Sometimes a rabbi 
like Rashi offers the most satisfying response (who was 
the nameless wanderer that met Joseph and directed him 
to his brothers?) and sometimes a hard-headed biblical 
historian does. Who sold Joseph to whom? At times, 
when the biblical text just wonôt say, we need a creative 
leap from the German novelist Thomas Mann, author of a 
1,200-page novel.  
 
Joseph: Portraits Through the Ages retells Genesis 37-
50, focusing on the characters and incidents that have 
prompted the most contested responses. I believe  
Josephôs story has only gotten richer in the re-telling. If 
you appreciate Josephôs interpreters even more, my book 
has succeeded. 

 
 Role Model and Countermodel: The 
Golden Age of  Iberian Jewry and 
German-Jewish Culture During the 
Era of  Emancipation 
by Carsten Schapkow 

Role Model and  
Countermodel. The  
Golden Age of Iberian 
Jewry and German-
Jewish Culture during 
the Era of Emancipation  
explores the ñGolden 
Ageò of Sephardic Jewry 
on the Iberian Peninsula 
and its perception in  
German Jewish culture 
during the era of  
emancipation.  
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Goethe and Judaism: The Troubled  
Inheritance of  Modern Literature 
by Karin Schutjer 

In Goethe and Judaism, 
Karin Schutjer examines 
the iconic German  
writerôs engagement 
with, and portrayal of, 
Judaism. Her premise is 
that Goetheôs conception 
of Modernity ð his  
apprehensions as well as 
his most affirmative  
vision concerning the  
trajectory of his age ð is 
deeply entwined with his 
conception of Judaism. 
Schutjer argues that  
behind his very mixed  
representations of Jews 
and Judaism stand  

crucial tensions within his own thinking and a distinct 
anxiety of influence.  

 
Goethe draws, for example, from the Jewish ban on  
idolatry for his own semiotics, from the narratives of   
nomadic wanderings in the Hebrew Bible for his own 
trope of the existential wanderer, from the history of  
Jewish exile for his own emergent conception of a  
German Kulturnation. Schutjer thus uncovers the  
surprising debt to Judaism owed by one the most  
formative thinkers in German history.  

Role Model and Countermodel: The  
Golden Age of  Iberian Jewry and  
German-Jewish Culture During the Era of  
Emancipation (Continued) 

For Jews living in Germany, the history of Sephardic  
Jewry developed into a historical example with its  
distinctive valence and signature against the pressure to 
assimilate, and the emergence of antisemitism in  
Germany. Iberian Jewry provided, moreover, a forum to 
engage in internal dialogue amongst Jews and external 
dialogue with the German majority society about  
challenging questions of religious, political and national 
identity. In this respect, the perception of prominent  
Sephardic Jews as intercultural mediators was key to  
emphasizing the skills and values Jews had to offer  
earlier civilizations. German Jews invoked this past,  
making their case for a Jewish role in present and future 
societies, especially in Germany. 

The Festschrift Darkhei Noam:  
The Jews of  Arab Lands 
Edited by Carsten Schapkow, Shmuel Shepkaru, 
and Alan Levenson 

Carsten Schapkow, 
Shmuel Shepkaru, and 
Alan Levenson edited 
The Festschrift Darkhei 
Noam: The Jews of Arab 
Lands in honor of  
Norman (Noam)  
Stillman, the founding 
director of the OU 
Schusterman Center for 
Judaic and Israel  
Studies and holder of 
the Schusterman/Josey 
Chair in Judaic History 
until his retirement last 
year. Twelve  
distinguished scholars 
contributed essays to 
the volume and Walker 
Robbins (Ph.D. 2015), a 
student of Stillmanôs, 
compiled a selected  

bibliography of his writings. Reprinted here is University 
of Oklahoma President David L. Borenôs foreword. 
 
It is a great pleasure to add a few words to this  
Festschrift in celebration of Dr. Norman Stillmanôs service 
and career to the University of Oklahoma.  
 
Dr. Stillman has been part of our University family since 
1995 and has been a tremendous influence on The 
Schusterman Center for Judaic and Israel Studies. 
 
Throughout his career, Dr. Stillman has published many 
important books, articles, and has garnered many 
awards for his work. His scholarly posts have included 
the editorship of The Encyclopedia of Jews in the Islamic 
World. In my opinion, his greatest achievement has been 
on our students. He spent his life devoted to influencing 
and shaping the lives of students through teaching. 
 
We as a University will never be able to say thank you 
enough to Norman Stillman for his service and dedication 
to the University and for the way he helped transform the 
Judaic and Israel Studies programs here at OU. He had 
many chances to go elsewhere, but he always chose to 
stay at OU and make a lasting difference here. On a  
personal level, his friendship means more to me than I 
can adequately express. 
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Yael Lavender-Smith joined OU as a 
lecturer of Modern Languages,  
Literatures, and Linguistics in  
August 2016, after teaching at Hunter 
College, Brooklyn College, Yeshiva 
University and New Mexico State 
University. She received her Ph.D. 
from the Graduate Center of the City 
University of New York, having  
specialized in the connections  
between transformation and  
conversion narratives of the Early 
Modern and Classical periods.  

Sara Coodin, Jill Hicks-Keeton and Mara Willard Join Our  
Associate Faculty 

 
Jill Hicks-Keeton joined OU as as-
sistant professor of religious studies 
in August 2015, after teaching for two 
years at George Mason University in 
Fairfax, Virginia.  She earned her 
doctorate from the graduate program 
in religion at Duke University, having 
specialized in New Testament and 
Second Temple Jewish Literature. 
Her first book manuscript, entitled  
Rewritten Gentiles: Conversion to 
Israelôs óLiving Godô and Jewish 
Identity in Antiquity, examines the  
sociological novelty of conversion in ancient Judaism and 
earliest Christianity with specific attention to literary  
strategies of boundary construction and enforcement. In 
this project, Hicks-Keeton depicts earliest Christianity as 
a participant in an ancient inter-Jewish debate about the 
legitimacy of gentile access to Jewish identity. In January 
2016, she presented part of this research for the  
Schusterman Centerôs JuSt Lunch Series in a talk titled 
ñMother and More: The Secret Life of Josephôs Wife.ò 
Hicks-Keeton has published on a number of ancient Jew-
ish narratives, including the book of Tobit in the Journal 
of Biblical Literature and the Additions to Esther and  
Joseph and Aseneth in edited collections and hand-
books. Hailing from Mississippi, Hicks-Keeton earned an 
M.T.S. from Duke Divinity School and a B.A. from Baylor 
University, where she was a University Scholar.  At OU, 
she teaches Introduction to Religious Studies, Discover-
ing the Apostle Paul, Introduction to the Bible, and Jesus 
of Narazeth. Joining her in Norman are her spouse, Bart, 
and their two sons, Luke, 4 and Liam, 1. 

 
 

Sara Coodin was raised in Montr®al, Qu®bec, where she 
attended Jewish Peopleôs and Peretz School, one of the 
cityôs Jewish day schools and the only one to offer  
Yiddish-language instruction in a 
non-Orthodox setting. She was  
particularly influenced by the study 
of the Hebrew Bible and its rabbinic 
commentaries, a pursuit which 
translated into a passion for  
studying the works of William 
Shakespeare and the extensive 
critical legacy surrounding his plays. 
She obtained her masters of arts 
and doctoral degree  in English 
literature from McGill University, 
and began working as an assistant professor in the  
Department of Classics and Letters at the 2010. She 
moved to Oklahoma with her husband, Kevin Butterfield, 
who currently serves as the director of the Institute for 
the American Constitutional Heritage at OU. Coodinôs 
work has focused on a wide range of philosophical and 
theological topics in Renaissance literature, including 
Renaissance Christian Hebraism, virtue ethics in  
Shakespeare, and early modern emotion. Her  
forthcoming book, Is Shylock Jewish? The Moral Agency 
of Shakespeareôs Jews (Edinburgh University Press, 
2017) examines how Jewish moral agency has been 
constructed over the long afterlife of Shakespeareôs The 
Merchant of Venice through interpretive elaborations on 
Hebrew Biblical stories. Currently, Coodin is working on a 
new book project that examines Yiddish writersô creative 
reinterpretation of Shakespeareôs plays for the Yiddish 
stage, operated as a form of vernacular midrash, ena-
bling writers and audiences to deliberate the changing 
nature of Jewish identity in the modern world.  

 
 

Professor Yael Lavender-Smith Joins Our Core Faculty 

She currently is working on a short-form monograph 
about Uriel da Costa, a Jewish convert who lived in  
Amsterdam in the 17th century, examining his dual  
commitments to Jewish and Christian societies. Lavender
-Smith suggests that during the process of his religious 
transformation, Da Costa becomes ñthe other withinò and 
a critic of Jewish society. A native of Israel,  
Lavender-Smith earned an M.A. and a B.A. in Hebrew 
and Comparative Literature and wrote her masterôs thesis 
in Hebrew at Haifa University. At OU, she teaches  
Beginning Hebrew, Intermediate Hebrew, Israeli literature 
and culture and Jewish Literature. Joining her in Norman 
are her spouse, Jordan, and their daughter, Ariel (5).  

Sara Coodin 

Yael Lavender-Smith 

Jill Hicks-Keeton 
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Schusterman/Josey Chair and 
Program Director Alan Levenson 
was one of three organizers of a 
panel on religion and society, 
ñThe Fate of Nathanò at the  
German Studies Association in 
Washington D.C. He presented 
two papers at the Association of 
Jewish Studies: a biographical 
take on the ñJewish Mad-
menò (also delivered at OU), and 
ñSage or Despot? The Case of 
Josephò on a panel on biblical 
biography. He was a featured 

speaker at a conference at Florida Atlantic University on 
the nexus of Biblical Studies and Jewish studies and 
spoke at the Jewish Museum of New York. He continues 
as section editor for Wiley Compass, an online religion 
journal. This coming year, he will lecture at Spertus  
Institute in Chicago, serve as Bronfman Distinguished 
Visiting Professor at the College of William & Mary, and 
present at the Association of Jewish Studies. He also will 
be leading an Sightseeing Sooners tour of Israel in 
March 2017.  
 
Levenson was honored to assist in the funding efforts to  
establish the Noam Stillman Prize for Excellence in  
Jewish Studies, awarded to Tryce Hyman at the annual 
History Department banquet. 

 
 
 

 

Misha Klein (Anthropology)  
presented a talk, ñKosher  
Feijoada, or Blending  
Contradictions into Identities,ò as 
part of a lecture series about  
Yiddish language and Jewish  
cuisine in the Americas and  
Europe at the University of Florida 
at Gainesvilleôs Smathers  
Library Judaica Suite in April 
2016.  Her 2012 book, Kosher 
Feijoada and Other Paradoxes of 
Jewish Life in S«o Paulo, was 
released in paperback (University 
Press of Florida).  In November, she participated in 
the ñJewish Life in the Americasò Symposium at the 
Schusterman Center, University of Texas at Austin. Klein 
was made a Founding Member of the Working Group for 
the Study of Jewish Life in the Americas.  She also  
became a member of the international advisory board of 
the N¼cleo Interdisciplinar de Estudos Judaicos 
(Interdisciplinary Center for Jewish Studies) at the  
Federal University, Rio de Janerio, Brazil.  Klein  
presented in the seminar ñAnthropology and Latin  
American Jewish Studies: A Dialogue,ò and in the 
roundtable ñLanguage and Ethnicity: Markers of  
Jewishness in Spanish and Portuguese in the 21st  
Century.ò  
 
In April 2016, she was honored with the University of 
Oklahomaôs Nancy L. Mergler Faculty Mentor Award for 

Undergraduate Research. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alan Levenson 
Misha Klein 

In 2015, Mara Willard joined OU as an assistant professor of religious studies, and also was  
honored to join as associated faculty of the Schusterman Center for Judaic and Israel Studies.  
Willard received her doctorate in the academic study of religion from Harvard University, with  
studies focused at the intersection of religion, ethics and politics in modern Europe and America. 
Prior to arriving at OU, she was a lecturer at Harvard Divinity School and Tufts  
University. Willard's first book demonstrates how the political and ethical thought Hannah Arendt is 
deeply informed a self-consciously modern reworking of religious texts, images and myths, both 
Christian and Jewish. The issues of this work, such as how religious imagination allows for certain 
kinds of critique and constructive possibilities, also informs her developing academics project. 
Willard is editing a series of essays on religion in the work of Toni Morrison, titled Have Mercy. 
Willard serves the American Academy of Religion as a member of the Committee on the Public  
Understanding of Religion. In this capacity, she spoke this past year at Georgetown University on a 

panel titled "Religious Scholars and Government Engagement with Religion." Her reviews and articles have been  
published in the online journal Religion & Politics, the Journal of the American Academy of Religion, Christianity 
& Literature, and Theology & Sexuality. Willard is a native of Newton, Massachusetts, and holds a master of divinity  
degree from Harvard Divinity School. She graduated from Swarthmore College with distinction in history, during which 
time she also completed a semester of wilderness travel with the National Outdoor Leadership School in the Pacific 
Northwest. A breast cancer survivor, Willard has a particular dedication to women's health. She and her husband, Chris 
Railey, have 2 active sons, who instruct their parents the correct order in which to shout "Boomer Sooner"! 

 
 

Kudos and Congratulations  

Mara Willard 

Sara Coodin, Jill Hicks-Keeton and Mara Willard Join Our Associate 
Faculty (Continued) 
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Ronnie Grinberg organized a panel in 
December 2015 on ñAmerican Jews and 
the Long 1960sò for the American  
Association for Jewish Studies annual 
conference in Boston , in which she also 
presented a paper. She also participated 
in the Paula Hyman Mentorship program 
sponsored by the AJS Womenôs  
Caucus. Earlier in the year, she  
presented a paper at the Society for 
U.S. Intellectual History annual  

conference in October (Washington, D.C.). Grinberg also 
won two fellowships to support her current book project, 
which examines how gender and Jewishness intersected to 
shape the New York intellectuals; a Junior Faculty  
Fellowship from OU; and a Harry Ransom Research  
Fellowship in the Humanities from the University of Texas 
at Austin. 
 
Carsten Schapkow published Role  
Model and Countermodel. The Golden 
Age of Iberian Jewry and German-Jewish  
Culture during the Era of Emancipation 
(Lexington Books 2015). He also is the 
editor together with Shmuel Shepkaru 
and Alan Levenson of Darkhei Noam. 
The Jews of Arab Lands: A Festschrift for 
Norman (Noam) A. Stillman. (Brillôs se-
ries in Jewish Studies, Volume 55, 2015). 
Schapkow also co-organized with Lorne 
Richstone from OUôs School of Music a concert on ñOnce 
there was a Yiddishland,ñ performed by Elizabeth  
Shammash with a lecture by Natalia Aleksiun from Touro 
College, New York. He also was the organizer of the panel 
ñGerman-Jewish Reception of the Great War: Anarchist and 
Zionist  Approachesò at the 39th German Studies  
Association in Washington, D.C., and presented, among 
others, a lecture at the Berlin Brandenburgische Akademie 
der Wissenschaften on Henriette Herz and Sephardic  
Judaism. 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ronnie Grinberg 

Gershon Lewental presented at five different  
international conferences in the past academic year: the 
Association for the Study of Persianate Societies (Istanbul), 
the Association for the Study of the Middle East and Africa 
(Washington, D.C.), the Association for Israel Studies 
(Jerusalem), and the International Society of Iranian  
Studies (Vienna); he also organised a panel and presented 
a paper at the Middle East Studies Association meeting 
(Denver). In January , he was appointed the associate  
editor for the Journal of Persianate Studies. When not 
teaching, editing or at conferences, he kept busy by giving 
a dozen public lectures on a variety of topics, including  
radical Islam, current events in the Middle East, Islamic  
historiography, minorities in the Ottoman Empire and  
Israeli politics at a number of venues in Norman, Oklahoma 
City and Tulsa, as well as at the University of Michigan in 
Ann Arbor. 
 
Rhona Seidelmanôs work on Israeli 
immigration was cited by author Dion 
Nissenbaum of the Wall Street  
Journal, in his widely acclaimed book A 
Street Divided:  Stories from  
Jerusalemôs Alley of God.  She is  
completing final revisions of her  
manuscript Under Quarantine: The  
Story of a Fence, Disease and Israelôs 
Immigrants (1949-1952).  In October, 
she gave her first public lecture as a 
faculty member at OU. In this ñJuST 
lunchò talk, she presented some of the  
findings from her newest research project ñZionism,  
Tuberculosis and the Making of the Twentieth Century.ò  As 
a guest lecturer in Mara Willardôs class (Religious Studies) 
she had an enriching encounter with OU students as they 
discussed the contemporary Jewish experience.  

Rhona Seidelman 
Carsten Schapkow 

Janet Ward was appointed the  
inaugural faculty director of the OU 
Humanities Forum, a provost-direct 
initiative. She published ñThe (Trans)
National Question: Nazi Spatial and 
Racial Planning,ò in Cities Beyond 
Borders: Comparative and  
Transnational Approaches to Urban 
History, edited by Nicolas Kenny and  
Rebecca Madgin (Routledge/
Ashgate, 2015); and co-edited Social 
Science Quarterly 97.1 (March 
2016): Terror, Trauma, Memory: 

Special Issue Dedicated to the Oklahoma City Bombing. 

Janet Ward 

Shmuel Shepkaru co-edited Darkhei 
Noam, The Jews of Arab Lands: A 
Festschrift for Norman Stillman, eds. 
Shmuel Shepkaru, Carsten Schapkow, 
and Alan Levenson (Brill Press, 2015). 
He introduced the volume Candida R. 
Moss, Ancient Christian Martyrdom: 
Diverse Practices, Theologies, and 
Traditions (Yale University Press, 
2012), Reviews of the Enoch Seminar 
(2015), 1-5. Shmuel was busy on the 
lecture circuit this year: he delivered 

lectures on ñTheologizing the First Crusade: A Jewish  
Response,ò at The University of Oklahoma in December 
2015. ñJewish-Christian Relations from Paul to Paul VI,ò 
Wake Forest University (January, 2015). ñCan Homily 
Teach History: The Case of Midrash Lekah Tov,ò at Telling 
Tales: Manuscripts, Books and the Making of Narrative: 
The Conference of the Early Book Society, University of 
Oxford, UK in July 2015. 

Shmuel Shepkaru 

Kudos and Congratulations 
(Continued) 
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Kudos and Congratulations (Continued) 

Stephen Norwood 
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